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. I NTRCDUCTI ON

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to Security Council resolution
1152 (1998) of 5 February 1998, in which the Council requested ne to report, by
23 February 1998, on the situation in the Central African Republic, with
recomrendati ons regarding the establishnent of a United Nations peacekeeping
operation and its financial inplications, as well as information on the

i npl ement ati on of the Bangui Agreements and on the commitnents nade by the
President of the Central African Republic in his letter of 8 January 1998
addressed to ne.

2. The present report also provides an update on the situation in the Centra
African Republic since ny last report, which was dated 23 January 1998
(S/1998/61). It supplenents the information already contained in the third
periodic report of the Inter-African Mssion to Mnitor the Inplenentation of

t he Bangui Agreenents (M SAB) of 30 January 1998 (S/1998/86). It also

i ncorporates the findings of a small United Nations teamthat visited Bangu
from8 to 16 February to finalize recommendations on the mandate and concept of
operations of a possible United Nations peacekeepi ng operation

1. PCLITICAL ASPECTS

3. On 28 January 1998, | addressed a letter to President Ange-Félix Patassé in
order to inpress on himthe need to pursue vigorously efforts ainmed at the ful

i npl ement ati on of the Bangui Agreenments and inportant political, security and
econonmic reforns, as described in his letter of 8 January addressed to ne
(S/1998/61, annex). |In a letter of 29 January, President Patassé strongly
reiterated to me his conmitment to carry out such reforms.

4, | have also followed up on the observations and reconmendations rmade in ny
last report with key leaders in the region and other concerned Menber States.
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5. During the period under review, additional progress has been made in

i npl ementing the outstanding provisions of the Bangui Agreenments and ot her major
political reforns. On 29 January, the Conmi ssion on the Restructuring of the
Defence and Security Forces, chaired by the Mnister of Defence and working
under the overall supervision of General Amadou Toumani Touré (Mali), Chairnman
of the International Mnitoring Conmittee, conpleted its work and recommended to
the President the dissolution of the security services (nanmely, the Centre

nati onal e de recherche et d'investigation and the Section d' enquéte, de
recherche et de docunentation) and maj or downsizing and restructuring of the
Presidential Quard. President Patassé is expected to sign decrees enacting

t hese key recommendations into | aw.

6. Progress has al so been nade in addressing the provision of the Bangu
Agreenents pertaining to the abandonnent of the judicial enforcenment of the
parlianmentary audit in respect of persons presunmed to have misappropriated funds
under the previous regine. The Government presented to the National Assenbly a
revised bill, which had been prepared with the assistance of the Internationa
Monitoring Committee. The regul ar session of the National Assenbly was
schedul ed to be convened in March to consider this issue. However, given the
urgency of the matter, the Assenbly decided to hold an extraordi nary session on
9 February. The |law on the abandonnment of the parlianentary audit was adopted
on 13 February, thus inplenenting another major provision of the Bangu

Agr eenent s.

7. A draft electoral code was al so presented to the extraordi nary session of
the National Assenbly. On 16 February, however, the Assenbly decided to defer
consideration of the electoral code until its regular session

8. The National Reconciliation Conference, originally scheduled for 10 to

14 February 1998, has been postponed until 23 to 28 February to allow additiona
time for the necessary preparations. The political parties, with the support of
the International Mnitoring Commttee and the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP), are actively engaged in preparations for the event, which
shoul d play a decisive role in consolidating the peace and reconciliation
process. On 19 February, a neeting was convened with all main political actors
to evaluate the inplenentation of the Bangui Agreements, and it was judged to
have yi el ded satisfactory results.

1. ECONOM C AND SOCI AL ASPECTS

9. The econom ¢ and social situation in the country has remained |argely
unchanged. The arrears in paynments to public servants, soldiers, pensioners and
students continue to be a cause for concern and to give rise to strikes in
various public sectors.

10. Mssions of the International Mnetary Fund (I M) and the Wrld Bank
visited Bangui from3 to 17 February 1998 to review the econonic and financi al
situation, as well as the 1998 budget, structural reformplans for the current
year and nedi umterm progranmes. Discussions conducted by those m ssions have
reportedly led to solid progress in putting into place a prelininary cash
treasury plan for 1998, as well as in identifying a nunber of key el enents that

l...
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could formthe basis for a conprehensive mediumterm structural adjustnent
programe. The Wirld Bank and I MF missions are scheduled to return to Bangui in
the near future to help the authorities finalize a policy franmework docunent.

It is clear that substantial technical and financial support fromthe
international comunity will be necessary to inplenment the proposed adj ustnent
programme. At the same time, the Bretton Wods institutions have repeatedly
stressed that adequate security conditions are absolutely essential for the
success of the necessary economic and financial reforns.

V. SECURITY ASPECTS

11. The overall security situation in the Central African Republic has inproved
steadily, but is still a cause for concern. Wile relative cal mhas been
established in Bangui owing to the presence and active operati ons of M SAB

bandi try/armed robbery is a major problem in particular in the interior of the
country. Light weapons remain in circulation and can al so easily be acquired
from nei ghbouring countries. The security situation remains precarious.
According to some reports, elenments of the fornmer armed forces of Zaire have
found refuge in the southern part of the Central African Republic, while |oca
mlitias are present in the northern areas of the country.

12. The recommendati ons of the Conmi ssion on the Restructuring of the Defence
and Security Forces are generally in accord with the Bangui Agreenents and with
the statements nmade by President Patassé earlier this year indicating his
intention to create a national, republican and nulti-ethnic arnmy, whose size and
activities would be in line with national budgetary capacity. It is hoped that
those recomendati ons will be adopted pronptly and signed into | aw.

13. Cdosely connected to and supportive of this restructuring programe is the
denobi i zati on and reinsertion project, which is coordinated and conducted by
UNDP in close collaboration with the Government. This project, which was
officially launched on 11 January 1998, is ained at denobilizing over 1,000
menbers of the Central African arned forces

14. Lasting stability and security in the country will ultimately depend,

inter alia, on the transformation of the Central African defence and security
forces into a reliable professional corps dedicated to respect for the rule of
law. The initiatives |aunched towards that end nust be actively and
systematically pursued. Wile the nain responsibility for these inportant
reforns rests with the Governnent, it is essential that the internationa
community support the Government in carrying themout through bilatera

assi stance programmes. | therefore call on potential donors, in particular
those with traditionally close ties to the country, to contribute generously to
t hese endeavours.

V. OBSERVATI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

15. As noted above, since ny report of 23 January 1998, significant progress
has been made in inplenenting the Bangui Agreenents and in initiating essentia
political and economc reforns in the Central African Republic. Cedit for
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these inportant devel opments is mainly due to the people of the Central African
Republic and the | eadership of the country. However, this progress coul d not
have been achi eved without the untiring efforts of the | eaders of the region
and, in particular, the International Mediation Committee and the Internationa
Monitoring Committee, which, with the support of UNDP, have played a crucial
role in stabilizing the situation in the country following the three mutinies of
1996.

16. At the sane time, nuch renmains to be done to ensure a lasting peace in the
Central African Republic. Wile the National Reconciliation Conference could
becone an inportant milestone towards genuine national reconciliation and the
full inplenentation of the Bangui Agreenents, the inportant declarations nmade by
the Governnent in this regard nmust be expeditiously translated into concrete
action.

17. It is also inperative that an el ectoral code, addressing crucial issues,

i ncl uding the conposition and chai rmanship of the El ectoral Commi ssion, be
adopted as soon as possible, if legislative elections are to be conducted as
schedul ed in August/ Septenber 1998. The linmited tine-frame and daunting
logistical difficulties facing the electoral process represent a real challenge.
The conduct of the elections will require a najor effort on the part of the
Governnent, which nust allocate the necessary funds for it. Substantial and
urgent assistance will be required fromdonor countries, including in the areas
of civic education, registration and public information.

18. Furthernore, it is essential that substantial econom c and fi nanci al
reforms be undertaken urgently. Unless rapid and far-reachi ng neasures ai med at
the financial and econom c recovery of the country are inplenented, the present
soci o-econonic conditions are likely to continue seriously to underm ne the
overal |l security and stability of the country.

19. In addition, it is vital that the Government take the necessary steps to
reformand train the national arny, police and gendarnerie in order to enhance
their capacity to maintain | aw and order effectively.

20. In the light of recent devel opnents, | believe that the observations and
recomrendati ons presented in ny report of 23 January on the situation in the
Central African Republic remain valid. It is obvious that the progress achi eved
towards national reconciliation is still fragile and that the situation is far
frombeing irreversible. By all accounts, political |eaders of Menber States
participating in M SAB have played a remarkable role in bringing about positive
changes in the Central African Republic. However, MSAB will not be able to
continue its presence in Bangui w thout external financial and |ogistica
support. Consequently, w thout a credible successor force, the situation in the
country is likely to deteriorate rapidly, with serious inplications for the
humani tarian situation and peace and security in the region

21. If security and stability in the Central African Republic, and indeed in
the subregion, are to be maintained, and further progress is to be made towards
sust ai nabl e national reconciliation, the only viable option remains the
establ i shment of a United Nations peacekeeping operation to take over from
MSAB. It will be recalled that, by its resolution 1152 (1998), the Security

l...
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Counci |l authorized the continued conduct by Menber States participating in M SAB
of their operation in the Central African Republic until 16 March and expressed
its intention to take a decision by that date on the establishment of a United
Nati ons peacekeepi ng operation in the Central African Republic on the basis of
the present report.

22. Gven the progress nmade in inplenenting the Bangui Agreenents and the
comm tnents expressed in President Patassé's letter of 8 January 1998
(S/1998/ 61, annex), | reconmend that the Security Council exam ne carefully the
facts given in the present report in order to consider the establishnent of a
peacekeepi ng operation as described in the annex to the present report. Cost
estimates for the new operation will be issued shortly as an addendumto the
present report.

23. Were the Council to so decide, the establishnent of the m ssion and the

i mpl ementation of its mandate would present a major political and |ogistica
chall enge to the United Nations troop-contributing countries and interested
Menmber States. The mission would have to rely heavily on the readi ness of all
interested countries to remain closely involved in the peace process and to
assi st in every possible way, including through the provision of |ogistica
back-up. | ampleased to informthe Security Council that the Governnent of
France has conveyed to the Secretariat its willingness to provide the United
Nati ons peacekeepi ng operation with |ogistical and nmedical support, as well as
its readiness to participate in the evacuation of United Nations personnel in
case of energency.

24. In accordance with the plans contained in the annex to the present report,
| recommrend that the Security Council decide that the duration of the operation
be limted to 90 days after the announcenent of |egislative election results,
and that the initial mandate of the United Nations mission be established for a
period of three nonths, in order to allow the Council to review the

i mpl ementation of the commitnents made by the Governnent of the Central African
Republic. | also recommend that the Council approve the special arrangenents,
which would allow a smooth transition towards the new operation, and authorize
the continued conduct of MSAB until 15 April 1998. In this connection, | would
like to stress that the support of M SAB troop contributors will be essentia
for the success of the United Nations effort. |In the neantine, as recomended
in resolution 1152 (1998), | intend to appoint a Special Representative to the
Central African Republic, who woul d assist the parties in the inplenentation of
t he Bangui Agreenents.

25. Finally, | would like to express nmy gratitude once again to the Menber
States participating in MSAB and to the International Mdiation Conmittee and
the International Mnitoring Commttee, as well as to United Nations progranmres
and agenci es operating in the Central African Republic, for their inval uable
efforts to bring national reconciliation and stability to that country.
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Annex

MANDATE AND CONCEPT OF OPERATI ONS OF THE PROPOSED UNI TED NATI ONS
M SSI ON I N THE CENTRAL AFRI CAN REPUBLI C

A Introduction

1. Whil e sone additional progress has been made in inplenmenting the Bangu
Agreenents and M SAB has succeeded in establishing relative calmand security in
Bangui, the overall political and security situation in the Central African
Republic is still a matter of concern. Substantive and active invol venent of
the international comunity continues to be required to achi eve sustai nabl e
peace and a stable social environnent in the country. Should the Security
Council so decide, such an international presence would be established in the
formof a nulti-functional peacekeeping operation to be known as the United
Nations Mssion in the Central African Republic/Mssion des Nations Unies en
Républ i que centrafricaine (MNURCA). The operation would have the followi ng
mai n goal s:

(a) To assist the people of the Central African Republic to consolidate
the process of national reconciliation on the basis of the full inplenentation
of the Bangui Agreements and subsequent undertakings by pronoting vital reforns
t hrough programmes supported by the international comunity;

(b) To assist in sustaining a secure and stable environment in the capita
of the Central African Republic, which is essential for general stability in the
country; to support the establishment of the necessary conditions for the
hol ding of free and fair legislative elections to be held in August/

Sept enber 1998; and to observe and verify the conduct of the elections if these
conditions are net.

2. The nmandate of the Mssion would be of a limted duration and, subject to
the decision of the Security Council, would end 90 days after the announcenent
of the election results. However, the actual drawdown of M NURCA woul d begin no
|ater than 60 days fromthe date of such an announcenent. |n carrying out its
mandate, the M ssion would cooperate closely with regional initiatives, in
particular the International Mediation Conmttee and the Internationa

Monitoring Committee, as well as with the Organization of African Unity.

B. Mandate
3. The main el enments of the mandate of M NURCA woul d be:
(a) Political:
(i) To assist in the inplenentation of major reforms pursuant to the
Bangui Agreenents and the decisions of the National Reconciliation
Conference by pronoting national reconciliation and providi ng good

of fi ces and nedi ati on between the Government and political parties in
the country;



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(b)
(i)
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To provide coordination, political guidance and support to all United
Nations activities in the country;

To cooperate with other international partners, including the Bretton
Wyods institutions, with the objective of supporting activities ained
at establishing the foundations for |asting peace, nationa
reconstructi on and devel opnent;

To provide advice and facilitate technical assistance in the areas of
good governance and pronotion of human rights;

Mlitary:

To assist in nmaintaining and enhancing security and stability,

i ncl udi ng freedom of nmovenent, in Bangui and the inmmediate vicinity of
the city, thus assisting the Central African authorities in

mai ntai ning a secure environment throughout the country;

To assist the national security forces in maintaining |aw and order
and in protecting key installations in Bangui

To supervise and control the storage of all weapons retrieved in the
course of the di sarmanment exercise

To assist in the establishnent of an environnment conducive to the
hol ding of free and fair |egislative elections;

To ensure the security and freedom of novenment of United Nations
personnel and the safety and security of United Nations property;

Pol i ce:

To assist in the training of trainers and other capacity-building
efforts of the national police and gendarnerie, to provide advice for
the restructuring of security forces and to coordinate internationa
techni cal assi stance;

To nonitor the neutrality of the security forces before and during the
el ecti ons;

El ectoral:

To provide advice to the national electoral bodies and coordinate
international technical assistance for the conduct of the |legislative
el ecti ons;

To nonitor the preparations for the el ections and determ ne whether
the requirenents for holding free and fair elections are fulfilled;

To observe the elections and verify the results of the elections,
provi ded those requirenents are fulfilled.
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C. Concept of operations

Political aspects

4, To pursue the political goals outlined above, the M ssion would be headed
by a Special Representative with an office conprised of the necessary political
legal, public information and human rights staff operating in Bangui. MW

Speci al Representative would assist in the inplenentation of the reforns
necessary to achieve national reconciliation and stability in the country. The
Speci al Representative woul d have overall authority over all United Nations
activities in the Central African Republic in support of the Mssion's nandate.
In order to ensure optinmal coordination, the United Nati ons Resident

Coordi nator/ United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP) Resident Representative
woul d concurrently serve as Director of the Ofice of the Specia
Representati ve.

5. Because of a lack of reliable infrastructure in the country, the M ssion
woul d include a snall public information conponent. 1In close coordination with
UNDP, two international staff would prepare information on United Nations
activities and maj or devel opnents in the country for dissem nation through the
local nedia. In close collaboration with donors and non-governnent al

organi zations, the Mssion would launch a United Nations radi o programe to
pronote national reconciliation and the goals of the Mssion, including the

di ssem nation of information on the electoral process. Two hunan rights experts
woul d be attached to the Mssion in order to provide, as requested by the
Governnent, advice to the national authorities and organi zati ons on hunan rights
issues and to identify technical assistance needs for capacity-building in this
i nportant area. The experts would, through ny Special Representative,
coordinate with and seek guidance fromthe Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts.

6. A special coordination and inpl ementation nechani smcoul d be established,
to be co-chaired by ny Special Representative and the Chairman of the
International Mnitoring Conmittee, in which the Governnent, representatives of
the opposition and najor donors would participate. The United Nations, with the
assi stance of UNDP and ot her donors, would provide a snall technical secretariat
for such a nechani sm

Mlitary aspects

7. The task of maintaining a secure environment in Bangui and its inmmediate
vicinity requires the deploynent of an international military force with
sufficient capability not only to carry out the Mssion's mandate, but also to
provide credible protection to United Nations personnel and property, should the
situation deteriorate. In addition, the force and the whole M ssion woul d have
torely on the readiness of a major mlitary power to provide "over-the-horizon"
deterrence and assistance in case of energency evacuation or other mgjor

t hreats.

8. To assist in maintaining security in Bangui, a city with a popul ati on of
bet ween 500, 000 and 600,000, a United Nations force consisting of six mechanized
infantry conpani es, each approximately 120 to 150 personnel strong, woul d be
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required. The infantry would establish and maintain over 30 stationary and
nobi | e patrol s/checkpoints on a 24-hour basis in various parts of the city.

They woul d al so provide security to key installations in Bangui and guard

col | ection/storage areas for heavy weapons, all of which should be placed under
United Nations control. The force would be able to provide some security and

| ogi stical support for the denobilization programme coordinated by UNDP. |If
need be, it would assist in investigating violations of the Bangui Agreenents in
the mlitary area.

9. At the sane tine, a reinforced infantry conpany woul d be needed to guard
the M Poko airbase, which would be vital for the Mssion as the main entry, exit
and resupply point, as well as Mssion headquarters and other key United Nations
facilities. 1In addition, in order to be able to provide a swift and flexible
response to any serious threat and to conpensate for the w thdrawal of the
French conbat units fromthe Central African Republic, a special reinforced
squadron of light arnoured vehicles, supported by a heavy nortar platoon, would
be required to respond to possible aggressive action fromareas around the city.

10, A nmlitary logistic unit of up to 150 personnel should be attached to the
force to support the mlitary and other conmponents of the Mssion in the absence
of the necessary facilities in the Central African Republic. Such a unit would
be capabl e of providing nmaintenance of nmilitary equi prent and transportation of
basic supplies. It is envisaged that substantial parts of M NURCA | ogistica
support woul d be routed through the closest seaport, Douala, Cameroon, which
woul d necessitate a well-balanced mx of surface and air transport.

11. Wth the poor road infrastructure and acute shortage of transportation, and
in order to ensure a |ong-range nedi cal evacuation capacity, it would be
desirable to assign to the Mssion two fixed-wing aircraft, which would
preferably be civilian-contracted. At the same time, for urgent evacuation over
short distances, resupply and reconnai ssance around the capital, three medi um
lift utility helicopters operated by a nmilitary unit not exceeding 50 personne
woul d be needed.

12. To establish reliable radio and tel ephone communi cations |inks between the
force headquarters and its military units, a small nilitary signals unit may be
required. However, a civilian conmunications network woul d be necessary to
provide links on the ground and to liaise with United Nations Headquarters. In
view of the limted medical infrastructure in the Central African Republic, a
mlitary medical unit would be deployed to provide nedical support to United
Nations civilian and mlitary personnel. Such a unit would provide level 2
nedi cal assistance, while |level 3 enmergencies would be referred to other nedica
facilities el sewhere in the region

13. At the sane tinme, a force headquarters totalling up to 75 personnel, which
woul d al so contribute to the integrated operations and | ogistics systens of
M NURCA, woul d have to provi de conmand, control and |liaison functions.

14. In view of the considerations and chall enging tasks presented above, it is
estimated that the mninmumstrength of the force necessary to performthe
mlitary mandate of the M ssion would be approxinmately 1,400 personnel al

ranks. However, | will continue to reviewthe requirements of the force in



S/ 1998/ 148
Engl i sh
Page 10

light of developnents in the security situation, particularly any requirenent to
depl oy outside Bangui and the need to achi eve nmaxi mum ef fici ency and econony.

Pol i ce aspects

15. Both the national gendarnerie and the national police suffer froman acute
| ack of equi pment and professional training. To design and conduct training-of-
trainers programes for the police and, to sone extent, for the nationa
gendarnerie, the Mssion would rely on the services of up to 24 civilian police
experts/observers. Such a small civilian police unit would al so nonitor the

i npl ementation of the restructuring plans for the Central African security
forces and assist in nobilizing and coordinating international technica
assistance. Finally, United Nations police observers would nonitor the
neutrality of the national police and gendarnerie in Bangui and several key
areas of the country before and during the legislative elections. United
Nations staff would nonitor the electoral canpaign by attendi ng public neetings
and denonstrations, liaising with the local police authorities, investigating
al l egations of human rights abuses and conducting other relevant activities.

El ectoral aspects

16. An Electoral Unit of three electoral officers would be included in the

M ssion to assist, in collaboration with UNDP, the Central African authorities
with planning and technical support for the legislative elections schedul ed for
August / Sept ember 1998. In due course, electoral observers drawn primarily from
Uni ted Nations programres and agencies in the Central African Republic and in
the region, as well as other international personnel, would be recruited to
establish a presence in the interior of the country. The Unit would also be in
charge of coordinating the possible presence of other international electora
observers. The United Nations would al so work to nmobilize and coordinate the
international assistance necessary for the successful conduct of the elections.
Such assi stance woul d suppl enent the considerable efforts that will have to be
nmade by the Central African authorities to overcone significant |ogistical and
financial constraints.

Adm ni strative aspects

17. The conplex nature of the proposed M ssion would require the establishnment
of areliable civilian logistical back-up in Bangui, and later, during the

| egislative elections, in sone other areas of the country. It is anticipated
that the Governnment of the Central African Republic will provide a substantial
contribution to the operati on of M NURCA by nmaking facilities and accomodati on
avai |l able free of charge, as well as providing to the United Nations, at the

| owest possible cost, other services and essential supplies. The above
requirenents would be reflected in a status-of-forces agreement to be concl uded
bet ween the CGovernment of the Central African Republic and the United Nations.
At the sane tinme, the effectiveness of the Mssion woul d undoubt edly depend on
the willingness of France to provide |ogistical support in the country and to
maintain a presence in the region, as well as on its readiness to transfer to
the United Nations sone of the major assets currently available to the French
mlitary contingent in the Central African Republic.
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18. A United Nations trust fund woul d be established to enable Menber States to
nmake voluntary contributions towards the activities of M NURCA

D. Transitional arrangenents

19. The security environnment prevailing in Bangui and throughout the country
strongly mtigates against any gap in the stabilization process. The only
realistic approach in this regard is torely on the mlitary contingents already
stationed in Bangui as part of the MSAB force. | have already initiated
contacts with the current M SAB contri butors and France, all of which have
expressed their readiness, in principle, to participate in the proposed United
Nati ons operation. The additional elenents, which would performvarious support
functions, would have to be provided by new troop contributors, and |I have
approached a nunber of Menber States in this regard.

20. Under the current very tight schedule, the establishnment of the new United
Nati ons operation will be an extrenely challenging task. Therefore, to allow
for a snooth transition to M NURCA, an additional extension of the nmandate of
M SAB woul d be necessary until 15 April 1998. |If carefully planned and
adequat el y supported, such a transition could be executed within a period of
four to six weeks fromthe adoption of an enabling resolution by the Security
Council. In order to carry out the transition in the nost tinely and efficient
manner, it would be ny intention, as soon as possible after the adoption of a
Council resolution, to dispatch to Bangui a transition team including an
advance headquarters, of up to 45 nmilitary planners and logisticians. This
process woul d al so be greatly facilitated if France, which is currently
providing critical support to M SAB, would be ready to transfer to the new
United Nations operation essential equipnent and facilities, as well as to
provi de ot her services to MNURCA. During the transition period, the troops

currently serving under M SAB woul d continue to depend on full |ogistical back-
up provided by France. However, to ensure the tinely transfer of authority and
overall responsibility to the United Nations, | would seek expeditiously an

initial budgetary and procurenent authorization fromthe appropriate United
Nat i ons bodi es.

21. The fornal establishment of the new M ssion would be acconpani ed by a
transfer of authority of M SAB forces, totalling sone 800 personnel, to United
Nati ons command, which would be conducted on 15 April 1998, concurrent with the
phased rotation of fresh troops into the mssion area. As described above,
additional units to provide operational and support services currently perforned
by the French troops (who are schedul ed to depart the Central African Republic
by 15 April), should be deployed to Bangui not |ater than by md-April 1998.



